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Racing in Colonial Virginia. 

The Colony and State of Virginia so long had a pre-eminent renown 
for fine horses and the fondness of its people for racing, that there 
can be no doubt that a history of the subject by one thoroughly in- 
formed could be made most interesting. This sketch will be only a 
collection of various notes made from time to time, and may possibly 
be of use to whoever may prepare such a work as that just referred to. 
And there is one gentleman, above all others in Virginia, who, from 
his long interest in, and deep knowledge of race-horses and racing, 
and his abilities as a writer, would be able to give value to a book on 
the subject. Of course a learned Judge will be suggested to every one. 
As far back as the twelfth century there were regular races in Eng- 
land, and if we may believe a contemporary, Fitzstephen, jockeying 
was even then practiced to a considerable extent. In the reign of 
James I annual races were established at several places in the kingdom, 
and racing became a favorite sport of the people. 

The immigrants to Virginia brought with them, and their descendants 
retained, all the love for in and out door sports, which characterized 
that portion of " Merry England " which was not clouded by the gloom 
of religious fanaticism, or which was not drawn by an earnestness, 
which could see but one object, away from the lesser and lighter busi- 
ness of life. Our Colonists liked cards and dancing, could not see that 
damnation was incurred by the celebration of Christmas or lurked in 
a mince pie, and entertained a strong partiality for fox-hunting, and 
above all, racing. 

Horses increased in number rapidly after their introduction, and the 
settlers became a race of unsurpassed riders, the ownership of a good 
horse being not only a necessity, but a matter of pleasure and pride. 
All of the early writers in Virginia speak of the quality of the horses, 
and of the fondness of the people for riding. 

Every horseman, in every country, has a desire to test the speed of 
his favorite mount, and there can be no doubt that from the first im- 
portation of horses there were informal and impromptu trials of speed. 
These would naturally lead to wagers and to fixed times and places 
for the contests, and so regular racing would be originated. Exactly 
how soon regular racing began in the colony cannot be ascertained, — 
certainly it is believed, no horses were kept especially for racing until 
the eighteenth century — perhaps about 1730. 

The earliest notices of racing we have, occur in the county records, 
when disputes arose which had to be settled in court. The writer has 
had an opportunity to make a careful search for such notices only in 
one county, Henrico, where the records begin in 1677; but from a 
general acquaintance with the records of a number of other counties 
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and the information of other persons, it may be stated that there was, 
in the seventeenth century, much more racing in Henrico than in any 
other county, or else the supporters of the turf here were much more 
litigious than elsewhere. 

The earliest notice of racing, however, is in a quaint order made by 
the court of York county, on September toth, 1674. 

"James Bullocke. a Taylor, haveing made a race for his mare to runn 
w'th a horse belonging to Mr. Mathew Slader for twoe thousand 
pounds of tobacco and caske, it being contrary to Law for a Labourer 
to make a race, being a sport only for Gentlemen, is fined for the same 
one hundred pounds of tobacco and caske. 

" Whereas Mr. Mathew Slader & James Bullocke, by condition under 
the hand and seale of the said Slader, that his horse should runn out 
of the way that Bullock's mare might win, w'ch is an apparent cheate, 
is ord'ed to be putt in the stocks & there sitt the space of one houre." 

The worthy court, whose zeal for purifying the turf deserves applause, 
evidently were believers in the statement that racing is the " sport of 
kings." And this is probably the only instance where a man was so 
imprudent as to give a written agreement to have his horse pulled. 

With the exception of a suit about a race in Westmoreland county in 
the latter part of the century, all the other early notices of racing 
which the writer has seen are in Henrico county, which seems to have 
been the " race-horse region " of the day. It should be remembered 
that it then included Chesterfield and an indefinite tract of country to 
the west. 

Extracts from the records themselves will probably give a better 
notion of the racing of that day than any description could do. Several 
are given in chronological order : 

" Henrico Records, 1677-93, p. 65. 

"Bartholomew Roberts, aged 40 years or thereabouts, Deposeth 
That July last yo'r Deponent being at Bermuda Hundred, there being 
a horse race run betweene Mr. Abraham Womock & Mr. Rich'd Ligon. 
Capt. Tho: Chamberlaine being at ye end of ye race he asked whether 
both horses were ready to run, young Tho: Cocke saying yes, and that 
Abraham Childers being ordered to start the horses he bid them goe. 
Tho: Cocke's horse went about 4 or 5 lengths from ye starting place, 
run out of ye way, and Tho: Cocke rained him in and cryed it was 
not a faire start & Capt. Chamberlaine calling ye other young man 
backe, Joseph Tanner made answer ye start is faire, onely one horse 
run out of ye way and further yo'r Deponent saith not. 

His marke 

Oct., 1678. Bartholomew B. R. Roberts." 



RACING IN COLONIAL VIRGINIA. 295 

"Philip Jones, aged 17 years or thereabouts, Deposeth: That this 
summer this deponent was at ye Hundred and saw Abraham Womecke 
and Rich'd Ligon there, and afterwards saw Mr. Chamberlaine's boy 
upon Abraham Womeck's horse, and Thos: Cocke upon another horse, 
and ye s'd Cocke told ye other boy that if he did not come in at a word 
he would leave him behinde, and ye said boy answered him againe 
that if he did not at a word he would leave him, they being then at ye 
starting place, or going to ye starting place (which the deponent can- 
not certainly tell) to run a race, there being a man ordered to start 
them, who gave a word, at which Mr. Chamberlayne's went, and Tho: 
Cocke sayed it was not a faire start. 

And further sayth not, 

Phillip Jones." 

" Oct., 1678." 

At June Court, 1679, Edward Stratton and John Milner, testified that 
some time in the last summer a race was made up at Col. Eppes' store> 
between the horses of Richard Lygon and Abraham Womecke for 300 
lbs. tobacco, and that Col. Eppes was security for both for the payment 
of the tobacco, and that the race took place. 

The next race noticed was some years later. In October, 1683, tes- 
timony was given in regard to a race arranged between Edward Hat- 
cher and Andrew Martin, the winner to have the other's horse, each to 
ride his own; but when they went to the place for the race, Richard 
Ligon stated that the horse Edward Hatcher was to ride was his 
(Ligon's) and refused to allow him to run, whereupon " Andrew Mar- 
tin ridd away upon his horse, and after some while came riding back 
again and said he had been over the race, and said that he had left his 
knife there, and bidd them goe and see if they would," and then 
claimed the other horse. 

At April Court, 1687, another race dispute came to trial : 

" Richard Blande, aged about 21 years, Deposeth : That in the race 
run between Mr. John Brodnax and Capt. William Soane, now in 
tryall, the horse belonging to Henry Randolph, on w'ch Capt. Soane 
layed came, after the Start first between the Poles agreed on for their 
comeing in." 

And in August of the same year still another case came before the 
court: 

Records of Henrico Co., 1677-92, p. 466. 

" Christopher Branch, aged about 29 years, Deposeth : That being at 
a Race at Varina [the County C. H.] was present at ye making of 
another Race between Hugh Liggon & Stephen Cocke, and did hear 
say they would run fair horseman's play, w'th severall other words 
confirming the same. 

Christop'r Branch." 

"Aug. 1st, 1687." 
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Henrico Records, 1688-97, P- 74- 

" William Randolph, aged about 38 years, Deposeth : That about 
Saturday last was a fortnight this depon't was at a race at Mawvern 
hills [Malvern Hill] at w'ch time Mr. Wm. Epes and Mr. Stephen 
Cocke came to this depon't and desired him to take notice of ye agree- 
m't : w'ch was That ye horse of ye s'd Epes and the horse of Mr. Wm. Sut- 
ton was to run that Race for ten Shillings on each side, and each horse 
was to keep his path, they not being to crosse unlesse Stephen Cocke 
could gett the other Riders Path at ye start at two or three Jumps (to 
ye best of this dep'ts knowledge) and also that they were not to touch 
neither man nor horse, and they further desired this dep't to start the 
Horses, w'ch this dep't did and to ye best of this dep'ts Judgm't they 
had a fair start, & Mr. Cocke endeavored to gett the other rider's path 
as afores'd according to ye agreem't, but to ye best of this dept's 
Judgm't he did not gett it at two or three Jumps nor many more, upon 
w'ch they Josselled upon Mr. Epes horse's path all most part of the 
race. 

And further saith not, 

Wm. Randolph." 

" August 1st, 1689." 

Other testimony was given by Godfrey Spruill, William Lewis, and 
Joshua Wynne, who stated that they had been present at the race at 
Malvern hills, that they saw the horses as they were coming in " Jossell- 
ing for the path," and that Mr. Wm. Sutton's horse, on which Stephen 
Cocke laid, won. Mr. Wynne stated that he started them " and as soon 
as they were off Wm. Cocke closed in w'th ye boy and bore upon the 
boy's path, going about sixty yards in that manner." 

Wm. Randolph, who appears to have been an ardent supporter of 
the turf, was again a witness in August, 1690. Captain Soane had made 
an agreement to run his horse against one belonging to Mr. Littleberry 
Epes, which was backed by Mr. Robert Napier, ^"10 a side. Mr. 
Napier did not produce his horse at the appointed time, and the suit 
was for the amount of the stake, as an agreement had been made that 
the horse which did not appear should forfeit the whole amount. 

The next instance will give an idea of how seriously people of that 
day went into racing : 

Henrico Records, 1677-99, p. 181. 

"At a Court held at Varina, Ap'l 1st, 1698, Richard Ward complains 
against John Stewart, Jun'r, in a plea of debt for that, that is to say 
the s'd plaintiff & defendant did on the 12th day of June Last, cove- 
nant and agree in the following words : 

" It is Covenanted and agreed this 12th day of June, 1697, Between 
Mr. Richard Ward of the one part, in Hen'co Co'ty, & John Steward, 
Jun'r, of ye other part in ye same Co'ty : Witnesseth, that the aforesaid 
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Mr. Richard Ward doth hereby covenant, promise & agree to run a 
mare named Bony, belonging to Thomas Jefferson, Jun'r [Grandfather 
of the President], ag'st a horse now belonging to Mr. John Hardiman, 
named Watt, the said horse & mare to Run at the race-place com- 
monly called ye Ware, to run one quarter of a mile. And ye said John 
Steward, Jun'r, doth hereby Coven't & agree to Run a horse now 
belonging to Mr. Jno. Hardiman, of Cha: City Co'ty, the said horse 
named Watt to Run ag'st a mare belonging to Thomas Jefferson, 
Jun'r, named Bony. The s'd horse to give the s'd mare five horse 
Lengths, Vizt : that is to say ten yards. And it is further agreed upon 
by the. parties above s'd, that the s'd horse & mare are to Run on the 
first day of July next Ensuing the date hereof. And it is further agreed 
upon by the parties above s'd that if the s'd mare doth come within 
five Lengths of the fores'd Horse, the fores'd John Steward to pay unto 
Mr. Rich'd Ward the sum of five pounds Sterling on Demand, & the 
s'd Richard Ward doth oblige himself that if the afores'd horse doth 
come before s'd mare five Lengths, then to pay unto the afores'd John 
Steward, Jun'r, the sum of six pounds Sterling on Demand. It is fur- 
ther agreed by the p'ties aforesaid, that there be fair Rideing & the 
Riders to weigh about one hundred & thirty Weight, to the true 
p'formance of all & singular the p'misses, the p'ties above s'd have 
hereunto set their hands the day and year above writttn." 

"And the plaintiff in fact saith, That pursuant to the afores'd agree- 
ment, The s'd horse & mare, to-wit : The horse named Watt, belong- 
ing to Mr. John Hardiman, & the mare named Bonny, belonging to Mr. 
Tho. Jefferson, Jun'r, were by the s'd pl't'f & Def'd't brought upon the 
afores'd Ground to Run upon the first day of July, and the word being 
given by the person who was appointed to start the s'd horse & mare, 
The afores'd mare, with her Rider who weighed about one hundred & 
thirty weight, Did Leap off, and out running the afores'd horse came 
in first between the poles which were placed at the comeing in of the 
s'd Race, commonly called the Ware, one quarter of a mile distance 
from the starting place appointed; and was by the s'd mare, with her 
Rider of about one hund'd & thirty weight as afores'd, fairly Run. 

"Wherefore the afores'd pl't'f saith that the afores'd Mare, Bony, with 
fair Running & Rideing, according to agreement, Did beat the s'd 
horse Watt, and that according to the true meaning of the s'd 
agreem't he, the s'd plaintiff, hath Woon the wager, to-witt : the sum 
of five pounds sterling of the afores'd John Steward. And thereupon 
he brings suit ag'st the afores'd John Steward, Jun'r, & demands 
Judgem't for the afores'd sum of five p'ds Sterl., with Co'ts, &c. To 
which the Defend't, by Mr. Bartholomew Fowler, his attorney, appears 
and upon oyer of the plaintiff declaracon pleads that he oweth nothing 
by the covenants, &c., and thereof puts himself upon ye country & ye 
pl't'f likewise. 



298 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

" Whereupon, it is ordered that a Jury be impanelled & sworn to try 
the issue, To-witt: Thomas Edwards, Wm. Ballard, Phill Childers, 
John Watson, Edward Bowman, Will Hatcher, Amos Ladd, John Wil- 
son, Phill. Jones, Edw'd Good, John Bowman. 

" Who Returned this Verdict : We find for the plaintiff. Upon the 
motion of the plaintiffs' attorney the s'd Verdict is Recorded, & 
Judgment is awarded the s'd pl't'f against the Def'd't for the sum of 
five pounds Sterling, to be p'd with Costs, als Ex'o." 

The latest instance of a suit of the kind in Henrico, which has been 
noticed, is one in which it is stated that Thos. Chamberlayne and 
Richard Ligon had agreed to run their horses over " the race path " at 
Conecock, Henrico, for 40 shillings a side and a gallon of rum for the 
company, and Chamberlayne's horse had won. 

We can gather from these notes, from the Henrico records, that there 
were at this early period several regular " race paths " or tracks in the 
county, that they had starters and judges, and agreed on certain 
weights to be carried. It seems highly probable that the "quarter 
races " of a later day were simply survivals of these early contests. 

The old writers of travels in Virginia almost all speak of racing and 
of the excellence of the horses. Following are extracts from some of 
them: 

From "A Perfect Description of Virginia," London, 1649 p. 1. 

" That there are [in Virginia] of an excellent raise [race] about two 
hundred Horses and Mares.'' 

From Beverley's History of Virginia, London, 1705, section 94 : 
"There is yet another kind of sport, which the young people take 
great delight in, and that is, the hunting of wild horses; which they 
pursue sometimes with dogs, and sometimes without. You must know 
they have many horses foaled in the woods of the uplands, that never 
were in hand, and are as shy as any savage creature. These having 
no mark upon them, belong to him that first takes them. However, 
the captor commonly purchases these horses very dear, by spoiling 
better in the pursuit; in which case he has little to make himself 
amends, besides the pleasure of the chase. And very often this is all 
he has for it ; for the wild horses are so swift, that tis difficult to catch 
them ; and when they are taken 'tis odds, but their grease is melted, or 
else being old, they are so sullen that they can't be tamed." 

From "The Present State of Virginia," by Hugh Jones, London, 
1724. P- 48 : 

"The common Planters leading easy lives don't much admire 
Labour, or any manly Exercise except Horse racing." " The Saddle- 
Horses, though not very large, are hardy, strong, and fleet ; and will 
pace naturally and pleasantly at a prodigious Rate. They are such 
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lovers of Riding, that almost every ordinary Person keeps a Horse ; 
and I have known some spend the morning in ranging several miles in 
the Woods to find and catch their Horses only to ride two or three 
miles to Church, to the Court House, or to a Horse-Race. " 

From " Travels Through The Middle Settlements of North America, 
in 1759 and 1760," by Rev. Andrew Burnaby. London, 1775. 

" The horses [of Virginia] are fleet and beautiful ; and the gentle- 
men of Virginia, who are exceedingly fond of horse-racing, have 
-spared no expense or trouble to improve the breed of them by import- 
ing great numbers from England." 

From "A Tour in the United States of America," By J. F. D. Smyth. 
London, 1787. [Smith travelled in America in 1772.] 

"There are races at Williamsburg twice a year; that is, every spring 
and fall, or autumn. Adjoining to the town is a very excellent course, 
for either two, three or four mile heats. Their purses are generally 
raised by subscription, and are gained by the horse that wins two four- 
mile heats' out of three ; they amount to an hundred pounds each for 
the first days runing, and fifty pounds each every day after; the races 
commonly continueing for a week. There are also matches and sweep- 
stakes very often, for considerable sums. Besides these at Williams- 
burg, there are races established annually, almost at every town and 
considerable place in Virginia; and frequent matches, on which large 
sums of money depend ; the inhabitants, almost to a man, being quite 
devoted to the division of horse-racing. 

" Very capital horses are started here, such as would make no despi- 
cable figure at Newmarket; nor is their speed, bottom, or blood inferior 
to their appearance ; the gentlemen of Virginia sparring no pains, 
trouble or expence in importing the best stock, and improving the ex- 
cellence of the breed by proper and judicious crossing. 

" Indeed, nothing can be more elegant and beautiful than the horses 
had here, either for the turf, the field, the road, or the coach ; and they 
have always fine, long, full, flowing tails ; but their carriage horses 
seldom are possessed of that weight and power, which distinguish 
those of the same kind in England. 

"Their stock is from old Cade, old Crab, old Partner, Regulus, Babra- 
ham, Bosphorus, Devonshire Childers, the Cullen Arabian, &c, in 
England ; and a horse from Arabia, which was imported into America, 
-and is now in existance. 

" In the southern part of the colony, and in North Carolina, they are 
much attached to quarter-racing, which is always a match between two 
horses, to run one quarter of a mile straight out, being merely an exer- 
tion of speed; and they have a breed that perform it with astonishing 
velocity, beating every other for that distance, with great ease ; but 
they have no bottom. However, I am confident that there is not a 
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horse in England, nor perhaps the whole world, that can excel them in 
rapid speed : and these likewise make excellent saddle-horses for the 
road. The Virginians, of all ranks and denominations, are excessively 
fond of horses, and especially those of the race breed. The gentlemen 
of fortune expend great sums on their studs, generally keeping hand- 
some carriages, and several elegant sets of horses, as well as others 
for the race and road ; even the most indigent person has his saddle- 
horse, which he rides to every place, and on every occasion ; for in this 
country nobody walks on foot the smallest distance, except when 
hunting; indeed a man will frequently go five miles to catch a horse to 
ride only one mile upon afterwards. In short, their horses are their 
pleasure and their pride." 

The Virginia Gazelle throughout contains much information about 
racing and race horses. When the first advertisement of imported 
horses appeared, it is impossible, on account of the destruction of the 
files of the paper, to say ; but there were none in 1736-40, years which 
are extant. In the paper of Nov. 26, 1736, it is stated that on St. 
Andrew's day a hunting saddle, &c, will be run for, one quarter of a 
mile, in Hanover County ; and on July 1st, 1737, it is announced: " We 
hear there is to be horse-racing every Saturday till October, at the 
Race Ground near this City." 

On Dec- 9th, 1737, it is stated that on St. Andrew's day in that year, at 
Capt. Jno. Bickerton's, in Hanover, a race was run, and won by a bay 
horse belonging to one Tyas, of Caroline ; " but it is said Mr. James 
Littlepage is to have it." 

The next report is nearer home : 

"Williamsburg, Dec. 14, 1739. Last Wednesday the Fair began in 
this City and held three days. * * * 

"The prizes were all contended for. There was a Horse Race, 
round the Mile Course, the First Day, for a Saddle of Forty Shillings 
Value. Eight Horses started, by Sound of Trumpet, and Col. Chis- 
well's Horse, Edgcomb, came in First, and won the Saddle; Mr. Cocke's 
Horse, Sing'd Cat, came in Second, and won the Bridle, of 12 Shillings 

Value; and Mr. Drummond's Horse, , came in Third, and won 

the Whip. 

"The Second Day, a Silver Soop Ladle, of 45 Shillings Value, was 
run for, the same Ground ; and was won by Mr. Coke's Horse ; Mr. 
Gooch's Horse, Top, came in Second, and won the Bridle, of 12 Shill- 
ings Value; and Mr. Stanhope's Horse won the Whip. 

"The Third day, a Saddle and Bridle, of about 40 Shillings Value, 
were run for, the same Ground; Mr. Gooch's Horse, Top, came in 
First, and .won the Saddle and Bridle ; Mr. Drummond's Horse came in 
Second, and won the Bridle, of 12 Shillings value; and Mr. Booker's 
Horse, Tail, won the Whip." 

Williamsburg, January nth, 1739. "Advertisement. This is to give 
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Notice, That there will be run for, at Mr. Joseph Seawall's, in Glouces- 
ter County, on the First Thursday in April next, a Purse of Thirty 
Pistoles, by any Horse, Mare, or Gelding; all siz'd Horses to carry 140 
lbs., and Galloways to be allowed Weight for Inches; to pay One Pistole 
Entrance if a Subscriber, if not, Two ; and the Entrance money to go 
to the Second Horse, &c. And on the Day following, on the same 
Course, there will be a Saddle, Bridle, and Housing, of Five Pounds 
Value, to be run for by any Horse, Mare, or Gelding, that never won 
a Prize of that Value Four Miles before; each Horse, &c, to pay Five 
Shillings Entrance, and that to go to the Horse that comes in Second. 
And on the Day following, there is to be run for, by Horses not ex- 
ceeding 13 Hands, a Hunting Saddle, Bridle and Whip ; each Horse to 
pay Two Shillings and Six Pence at Entrance, to be given to the Horse 
that comes in Second. Happy is he that can get the lighest Rider. 

" N. B. The Gentlemen that are Subscribers for the Purse, are de- 
sired to pay their money to Mr. William Nelson, at York, or to Mr. 
Ralph Wormeley, of Middlesex." 

About this time was commenced the importation of horses of the 
English racing stock, which came to be called blooded, or thorough- 
bred, and about this time, also, were probably commenced the breed 
ing and keeping of horses especially for racing. Between 1740 and 
1775. are recorded the names of at least fifty horses and thirty mares 
imported into Virginia (and there were probably many others), many 
of them being ancestors of horses on the turf at the present day. 
Among the noted names in these importations were : Aristotle, Babra- 
ham, Bolton, Childers, Dabster, Dottrell, Fearnaught, Jolly Roger, 
Juniper, Justice, Merry Tom, Sober John, Vampire, Whittington, Janus, 
Sterling, Valiant, &c. An interesting memorial of these importations 
is the bill of sale of Fearnaught to Col. John Baylor, which is still pre- 
served by Dr. John R. Baylor, of "Newmarket." The prize was 
1,000 guineas. Among the gentlemen who by these importations laid 
the foundations of our breed of thoroughbred horses, or who were 
interested in breeding and the turf, were: William Smalley, Mr. Mac- 
lin, Captain Wm. Evans, James Gibson, Wm. Lightfoot, of "Sandy 
Point"; Col. John Tayloe, of "Mt. Airy" (members of whose family 
for several generations w«re active and successful turfmen), Mr., after- 
wards General, Alexander Spotswood, Colonel John Baylor, of " New- 
market"; Col. John Syme, of Hanover county; Nathaniel Harrison, 
of "Brandon"; Sir Marmaduke Beckwith, of Richmond county; Col. 
Francis Thornton, of "Society Hill," King George; Col. William 
Byrd, of " Westover " ; Mordecai Booth, of Gloucester ; Daniel McCarty, 
of " Pope's Creek " ; William Fitzhugh, of " Chatham " ; William Brent, 
of " Richland " ; Lewis Burwell, of Gloucester ; Ralph Wormeley, of 
" Rosegill "; Richard Lee, James Balfour, of Brunswick county ; Cap- 
Littleberry Hardyman, of " Indian Fields," Charles City ; Armistead 
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Lightfoot, Roger Gregory, William Churchill, of "Wilton"; Edward 
Ambler, of " Jamestown " ; Col. Thomas N. Randolph, of "Tuckahoe;" 
Col. John Willis, of Brunswick ; Capt. Henry Harrison, of Sussex; 
Thomson Mason, John Fleming, of Cumberland ; Nathaniel Walthoe, 
Samuel Du Val, Col. John Mercer, of " Marlborough " ; Francis Whit- 
ing, George Nicholas, Philip L. Lee, of " Stratford " ; George Baylor, 
Landon Carter, John Banister, of " Battersea " ; Mann Page, of " Rose- 
well " ; Moore Fauntleroy, Maxamilian Robinson, of Richmond county; 
Wm. Hardyman, James Parke Farley, Robert Goode, of " Whitby " ; 
Benjamin Grymes, Walker Taliaferro, Robert Slaughter, Col. Presley 
Thornton, of " Northumberland House," and his son, Peter Presley 
Thornton, Peter Conway, of Lancaster county ; John Baird, of "Halls- 
field," Prince George; Thomas Minor, of Spotsylvania; George B. 
Poindexter, of New Kent ; Wm. O. Winston, of Hanover, and finally 
Col., afterwards President, George Washington, who is stated by the 
Turf Register to have been a steward of the Alexandria Jockey Club, 
and to have run his own horses there and at Annapolis. These names, 
and many others occur in the papers of the period as breeders or 
owners of race horses. Indeed, it may be said that every planter of 
means in Virginia was the owner of more or less "blooded" stock, 
used either for the saddle, harness, or racing. Those at all familiar 
with Virginia names will know that the list just given is full of repre- 
sentatives of the best property, social standing, and political influence 
in the colony. 

There remain, unfortunately, no volumes of the Virginia Gazette for 
the period from 1740 to 1766 ; but there is every reason to believe that 
the turf steadily increased in favor, and that race horses equally im- 
proved in quality. This period (1740-1766) was one of rapid growth of 
the colony in general, and of the material prosperity of the people; but 
along with this prosperity came an increased taste for luxuries, and 
much greater expenditure and more costly manner of living, which re- 
sulted (in the years immediately preceding the Revolution) in the bank- 
ruptcy of many of the best estates of Virginia. The advertising 
columns of the Gazette, and the private acts given in Hening, bear 
full evidence of this. Racing doubtless contributed its full share, 
together with gambling and extravagant habits of living, to produce 
this result. But this is a diversion. 

Though the Virginia Gazette is missing, yet the Maryland paper of 
the same name gives an account of what was, perhaps, the first great 
race run in Virginia, one that doubtless attracted as much interest in 
that day, as the later struggles of Henry and Eclipse, or Boston and 
Fashion. Colonel Wm. Byrd (3d of the name) had issued a challenge 
to run his Chestnut horse, Tryall, against any, for 500 pistoles. (About 
$1,800.) The race was run December 5, 1752, at "Gloucester race 
ground," and was won by the famous mare Selima, belonging to Col. 
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Tasker, of Maryland ; Tryall second, Col. Thornton's grey mare third. 
Col. Tayloe's bay mare, Jenny Cameron, fourth, and his Childers dis- 
tanced. 

It appears from subsequent notices, that about 1765 Col. Tayloe's 
Yorick and Traveller were among the leading horses of the day. 

For many years a purse of ^100, four-mile heats, was run for at Wil- 
liamsburg, each spring and fall. On April 24, 1766, Hon. John Tay- 
loe's Traveller, won with ease, beating Col. Lewis BurwelPs (of Glou- 
cester) John Dismal, and Mr. Francis Whiting's Janus. On October 
9th, of the same year, Col. Jno. Tayloe's Hero won the same purse, 
beating Col. Byrd's Tryall Valiant, and Mr. Richard Lee's Mark An- 
thony. Race tracks had now become numerous, and we find in the 
Gazette, May 16th, a notice that " On Thursday, was run for at Pride's 
race ground [Perhaps the Newmarket of later days], near Petersburg, 
a purse of £\oa, by Col. Lewis Burwell's, of Gloucester b. h. Janus, 
who won the 1st heat, Mr. Thos. Randolph's b. h. who was 2d in the 
first heat, and Mr. Geo. Nicholas' b. m. who was distanced. Mr. Ran- 
dolph's horse won the 2d and 3d heats, and it was judged that the 
course was run swifter than it ever was before." 

And on September 12th, of the same year, is the following adver- 
tisement: " On Thursday, Oct. 9th, a purse of ,£20 will be run for at 
Fredericksburg, by any horse, mare or gelding, not more than one- 
quarter blooded, best [2] of 3 four-mile heats ; and on Friday a purse 
of ,£10, two- mile heats, for any which have no mixture of English or 
foreign blood. Weights : 9 stone for horses of 14 hands, and 7 lbs. to 
the inch, above and below." 

This is evidently intended to encourage the breeding of the native 
horse, which doubtless had many good qualities to commend him as a 
riding animal, being described, by the old writers, as small, active, fleet 
and enduring. In size, however, they did not vary from that of the 
early English race horse, the immediate descendent of the Arab. 
Youatt says " Cartouch, Young Cartouch, Silverleg, Champion and 
Teazer, the two last named contemporaries and antagonists of Regu- 
lus, were only between thirteen and fourteen hands high. Marske, the 
sire of Eclipse, did not exceed fifteen hands." 

In the Spring of 1768 the Williamsburg purse was won by Captain 
Littleberry Hardyman's horse, Partner, beating Col. Richard Lee's 
Mark Anthony (who won the first heat, but broke down the second), 
Col. Lewis Burwell's, of Gloucester, Remus, and Armistead Lightfoot's 
Molly. In the fall Col. Lewis Burwell, of Gloucester, won the purse 
with Remus, beating with ease Mr. Roger Gregory's Dimple. In the 
Spring of the next year, Captain Littleberry Hardyman again won the 
purse, with Mark Anthony (who was defeated the year before), beating 
Hon. John Tayloe's Nonpariel, and Nathaniel Walthoe's, Esqr., Fanny 
Murry. 
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In 1771 the advertisements give an idea of the number of thorough- 
bred horses in Virginia. There are notices of the sale, at Blandford, 
by Augustine Willis, of " about twenty likely blooded horses, mares 
and colts," the property of the estate of Col. John Willis, deceased, of 
Brunswick ; and on the 7th of October, at Indian Fields, Charles City, 
of a number of blooded horses, mares and colts, belonging to the 
estate of Littleberry Hardyman, deceased, including Partner and half 
interest in Aristotle ; and in this or one of the years immediately fol- 
lowing are offered for sale fifty head of thoroughbreds, composing the 
stud of Col. John Baylor, deceased, of Newmarket, Caroline. 

Racing during the Colonial period ended with a most successful 
year in 1774- On April 7th the Gazette states, that on Monday pre- 
ceding, a match for 200 guineas was run for at Fredericksburg between 
Mann Page's, Esq., of Gloucester, horse Damon, and Moore Fauntleroy's 
mare, Miss Sprightly, and was won with great ease by the former. On 
May 2d is an advertisement signed, " Richard Graham," requesting the 
members of the Dumfries Jockey Club to meet on June nth. On April 
28th, it is stated that Kitty Fisher, belonging to William Fitzhugh, 
Esq , of Chatham, won a subscription purse, and a sweepstakes at the 
last Annapolis races. (From an early period racing was successfully 
carried on in Maryland, especially at Annapolis and Upper Marlborough. 
The Maryland papers show a number of Virginia horses; Col. Tayloe's 
Traveller and Juniper; Wm. Fitzhugh's Regulus, Brilliant and Kitty 
Fisher; Daniel McCarty's Silverlegs (afterwards belonging to Mr. Fitz- 
hugh), and Volunteer; Theoderick Bland's Brunswick; Col. Francis 
Thornton's Merryman; Mr. Spotswood's Apollo, and others, running 
there, with various success; in April is an account of a match for 100 
pistoles, run at Fredericksburg on the 15th of that month between 
Maxamillian Robinson's, Esqr., horse Roundhead, and Moore Fauntle- 
roy's, Esqr., mare, Miss Sprightly, " the heat was doubtful for the first 
two miles, but on the third the horse took the lead, and won hollow." 
On May 26th the " Printer" says, "We hear from Port Royal that on 
the 17th inst. a purse of 50 guineas was won by Moore Fauntleroy 
Esqr's Miss Alsop." A little later it is noticed that "The subscription 
purse, .£75, was run for at Richmond, on the 12th inst., that being Fair 
day, and was won with ease by Mr. Wm. Hardyman's sorrel mare, 
beating J. P. Farley, Esqr's, mare, and Mr. Halcott Price's mare." The 
"Fair" mentioned was the English "Fair," for the sale of horses, cat- 
tle, &c. On June 9th, the Gazette says: "The May Fair purse, /50, 
was run for at Fredericksburg on the 29th ult., and was won in two 4 
mile heats, by Moore Fauntleroy, Esqr's, b. m., Miss Alsop, beating 
Wm. Fitzhugh, Esq., of Chatham's, gr. m., Kitty Fisher; and on the 
next day Alex. Spotswood, Esqr's, Fearnaught, beat, in three heats, 
Mr. Procter's mare, who won the first." The weights advertised for 
these races, at Fredericksburg, were : 3 years, 96 lbs. ; 4 years, 108 lbs.; 
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5 years, 120 lbs. ; 6 years, 132 lbs.; aged, 140 lbs. On Sept. 22d an 
account is given of a race for the purse of 100 guineas, at Portsmouth, 
the Tuesday before, which was won, after a hard struggle, by Moore 
Fauntleroy, Esqr's, Miss Alsop. 

The political prospect had now become so dark that many persons 
thought that racing should be discontinued. A correspondent of the 
Gazette, July 21st, signing "A Virginian," recommends that the 
Fredericksburg and Portsmouth Jockey Clubs suspend their meetings 
during the present troubles, and contribute the purses to the people of 
Boston. The former held their meeting during the fall ; but after this 
racing seems to have been generally given up, and this is the last re- 
cord of it, which appears before the Revolution. It is likewise the first 
in which summaries appear in regular form. The first days, "Jockey 
Club Plate," 100 guineas, open to members only, was won by Wm. 
Fitzhugh's Regulus, 140 lbs., who won the second and third heats (4 
miles), beating Alexander Spotswood's Eclipse, 108 lbs., who won the 
first heat; Mann Page's Damon, 108 lbs., Wm. Brent's Figure, 122 lbs.; 
Wm. Fitzhugh's Master Stephen, 132 lbs., and Moore Fauntleroy's 
Faithful Shepherdess. On the 2d day, a purse of ^50, 4 mile heats, 
was won by John Tayloe's Single Peeper, 122 lbs., beating Benj. 
Grymes' Miss Spot, Walker Taliaferro's Valiant, Spotswood's Fear- 
naught, Chas. Jones' Regulus, Prccter's Jenny Bottom, Robt. Slaugh- 
ter's Ariel, and Peter Presley Thornton's Ariel. On the third day the 
" Town Purse," 4 mile heats, was won by Wm. Fitzhugh's Kitty Fisher, 
who won the 2d and 3d, beating Mann Page's Damon, who won the 1st; 
Procter's Whitefoot, Fauntleroy's Shepherdess, and Wm. Smith's Why 
Not. On the fourth day was the " Town and Country Purse," 4 mile 
heats, of which a copy of the summary is given : 

" William Fitzhugh, Esq., of Chathams, ch. g. Volunteer, 

140 lbs 4. 4. 1. 1. 

Peter Conway, Esq's, gr. m. Mary Gray, 122 lbs. 1.3. dis. 

Alex. Spotswood, Esq's, ch. g. Sterling, 122 lbs 3. 1. 2. 2. 

Thos. Minor, Esq's, s. h. Fearnaught, 140 lbs 2. 2. 2. dis. 

Robt. Slaughter, Esq's, bl. h. Ariel, 132 lbs dis." 

There can be no doubt that there were, during the period 1740-74, 
very many races which were never reported in the Gazette. Indeed, 
sometimes the Williamsburg races were omitted. 

The Virginia thoroughbred horse soon afterwards became distin- 
guished in a different field — by service in the cavalry, and received 
full appreciation and praise from critics in the hostile forces. During 
the war there were great loss and dispersion of valuable stock ; but 
sufficient remained to make Virginia, for many years after 1783, par 
excellence, the " race-horse region " of America. 

W. G. S. 
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